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Acuity Brands Acquires Healthcare Lighting, Inc

May 13, 2011
A Leading Provider of Specialized Lighting Products for the Healthcare Industry

ATLANTA, May 13, 2011 (BUSINESS WIRE) --

Acuity Brands, Inc. (NYSE: AYI) ("Company") today announced it has acquired for cash Fairview, PA-based Healthcare Lighting, Inc., a leading
provider of specialized, high-performance lighting products for healthcare facilities. Terms of the acquisition were not disclosed.

"Healthcare Lighting's philosophy of delivering high-quality, energy-efficient lighting solutions mirrors that of Acuity Brands," said Vernon J. Nagel,
Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer of the Company. "It is well documented that quality lighting enables an improved healthcare
experience. Healthcare Lighting provides us with expertise and a specialized product portfolio that expands our robust and cost-effective lighting
solutions for the large and growing healthcare industry. We welcome this high-caliber team to the Acuity Brands family," continued Nagel.

Since its founding in 2003, Healthcare Lighting has been dedicated to the design and manufacture of medical lighting products that enhance the visual
environment in healthcare settings, thereby improving the level of patient comfort and aiding caregiver staff in the performance of their duties. An
exclusive focus on this industry has allowed Healthcare Lighting to become a trusted development partner to the healthcare industry. Healthcare
Lighting has leveraged these relationships, and its expert understanding of the needs of healthcare professionals, into the development of specialized
ambient and task lighting products for today's modern healthcare facilities, including patient and examination rooms, surgical suites and medical
procedure rooms, as well as lighting products for specialized medical functions.

Independent third-party forecasts and company estimates suggest that the size of the North American market for lighting and lighting controls of new
healthcare facilities exceeds $1 billion annually while the renovation opportunity for existing healthcare facilities is as much as $20 billion. The
Company's existing product portfolio combined with the specialty medical product portfolio of Healthcare Lighting provides the opportunity to further
enhance and develop complete lighting solutions for the healthcare industry.

"Lighting within a healthcare environment calls for rigorous, continuous review of current standards and a keen understanding of our customers'
unique lighting needs," said Steven Day, President of Healthcare Lighting. As experts in lighting for this customer set, we understand how to provide
an optimal lighting experience for patients and caregivers. We are customer-driven, using insights gained from the direct perspectives of nurses,
patients, doctors, guests, and healthcare facility support staff. We are delighted to find ourselves aligned with an industry leader who will support the
continuous development of new and innovative lighting solutions for our customers," continued Day.

Healthcare Lighting will continue operations in its existing facility, focusing on the development of lighting solutions for healthcare facilities. The
acquisition is not expected to materially impact Acuity Brands' fiscal 2011 consolidated financial results.

For more information please visit the Acuity Brands Lighting Solutions for the Healthcare Industry and Healthcare Lighting websites and the Acuity
Brands' YouTube Channel. You can also become a fan of Acuity Brands on Facebook(R) and follow Acuity Brands on Twitter(R).

About Acuity Brands

Acuity Brands, Inc. is a North American market leader and one of the world's leading providers of luminaires, lighting control systems and related
products and services with fiscal year 2010 net sales of over $1.6 billion. The Company's lighting and system control product lines include Lithonia
Lighting(R), Holophane(R), Peerless(R), Mark Architectural Lighting(TM), Hydrel(R), American Electric Lighting(R), Gotham(R), Carandini(R),
RELOC(R), Antique Street Lamps(TM), Tersen(R), Winona Lighting(R), Synergy(R) Lighting Controls, Sensor Switch(R), Lighting Control &
Design(TM), ROAM(R) and Sunoptics(R). Headquartered in Atlanta, Georgia, Acuity Brands employs approximately 6,000 associates and has
operations throughout North America, Europe and Asia.

Forward-Looking Statements

This release contains forward-looking statements, within the meaning of the federal securities laws. Statements that may be considered forward-
looking included statements incorporating terms such as "will," "expects," "believes," "intends," "anticipates," "may," and similar terms that relate to
future events, performance, or results of the Company. Specific forward-looking statement made in this press release includes the expectation that the
acquisition is not expected to materially impact the Company's fiscal 2011 consolidated financial results. Forward-looking statements are subject to
certain risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ materially from the expectations or projections expressed in the forward-looking
statements. Further, forward-looking statements speak only as of the date they are made, and management undertakes no obligation to update
publicly any of them in light of new information or future events.
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